
2 0 2 6  R E S U L T S  



I am delighted to present the results of the 2026 Heathcote Wine Show. 

Thank you to presenting partner Interpack and all the sponsors for your ongoing support.
 
Entries were slightly down compared to 2025 but considering the current state of our industry it
was a very promising showing of over 230 entries for our small regional show. It was particularly
pleasing to again see solid entries in the White Wine and Rose classes.  

A highlight of this year’s Show was welcoming Jen Pfeiffer to her first year as Chair of Judges,
having previously been panel chair for two years during Justin Purser’s tenure. I would like to thank
Jen and her judging team for their diligent and professional judging. 

The trophies across the classes went to a diverse range of wines and wineries, for the first time a
Grenache Blanc won the Best White Wine with the Hirsch Hill La Chica Con Tinta 2026. Farmer and
The Scientist again took out the Best Rose with their Grenache Rose 2026 and the Chairs Award
went to Wild Duck Creek Estate’s Spruce Roussanne 2024. 

Congratulations to Rob & Megan Peebles for the success of the Buckshot Vineyard Heathcote
Shiraz 2024 which took out the Best Shiraz, Best Single Vineyard and Wine of Show trophies. This
winery has consistently been awarded gold medals for their iterations of Shiraz from a single
vineyard over the last few years and is thoroughly deserving of these trophies.

In the Iberian/Italian class Mount Towrong’s Negro Amaro 2025 took the Trophy home. Tellurian
once again saw continued success in the Rhone class with their Bush Vine Grenache 2025 and De
Bortoli’s DB Winemaker Selection Merlot 2025 won Best Cabernet Trophy. 

Sanguine Estate once again took out the trophy for Wine of Provenance, with a trio of exceptional
Inception Shiraz wines. Congratulations to Mark and the Hunter Family. 

A big thank you to Jo Moody and Chief Steward Steve Yang and to all volunteers who contributed
to making the Show a success. 

I would also like to thank Simon Oscika, who along with help from Tobias Ansted, Luke Lomax and
Will Dredge, organised a small tasting of Heathcote Shirazes to introduce the nuances of the sub-
regions to the new judges. 

Finally, I’m pleased to share the fantastic news that the Heathcote Wine Show has been
acknowledged as a qualifying show for the National Wine Show of Australia. All gold and silver
medal winners from this year’s Show will be invited to enter the National Wine show in the future. 

We look forward to next year’s show continuing to showcase the quality and diversity of the wines
of the Heathcote Region.

Richard Taylor
Chair of Heathcote Wine Show 

F R O M  T H E  C H A I R  O F  T H E
H E A T H C O T E  W I N E  S H O W



F R O M  T H E  
C H A I R  O F  J U D G E S  

It is both my privilege and pleasure to commence my tenure as Chair of Judges at the
Heathcote Wine Show.

We commenced proceedings with an informative regional tasting showcasing some
established producers from varied locations across the region, highlighting the sub-regional
variations in climate and geography and how these differences present in the wines from
the region. 

This was a great lead-in to the judging process, encouraging the promotion of all styles,
from the ripe and richer versions, through to the more mid-weighted styles, which the region
is capable of achieving.   

As to be expected, the Shiraz wines were very strong, with the strength of the 2024, 2025 and
2022 vintages particularly on display.    It was lovely to see some perfumed, red fruited
examples alongside some deep, dark and concentrated examples.    The ageing potential of
the Shiraz wines produced in the region is also on display through the top awards in the
Museum and Provenance classes.   

Areas of great interest to the judges were the White Class, the Iberian/Italian Class and the
Rhone Class.    There is genuine excitement in these emerging varieties and styles, and the
Heathcote wine region, with its diversity, appears well positioned to capitalize on the growth
in this area.    Grenache in all its iterations, be it red, white, rosé or blended, has been
particularly impressive, taking out many of the top awards.

Wine shows provide the opportunity for producers to benchmark their wine and receive
constructive feedback to hopefully help improve overall wine quality.   As I reflect upon my
first judging experience in Heathcote to now, I can see the improvements in wine quality in
the entries, with a significantly lower number of technical winemaking faults present in the
wines than there used to be.  The collegiate environment among the producers should be
encouraged and utilised to ensure the quality and integrity of the wines progresses well into
the future.  

It was terrific to see the open and inclusive spirit with which the judging was conducted, and
I would like to thank all the judges and associate judges for their contribution to the show. 

I would like to thank the Wine Show Committee for their tireless work behind the scenes in
delivering such a well-organized show, and for the hospitality shown to us by the local wine
industry during our time in the region. 

Congratulations to all the award winners, your wines genuinely excited the judging panels.   

Jen Pfeiffer
Chair of Judges
Heathcote Wine Show



T H A N K S  T O  O U R
S P O N S O R S  



C L A S S  T R O P H I E S

B E S T  W H I T E  W I N E
M E L B O U R N E  R O Y A L  T R O P H Y

H I R S C H  H I L L  L A  C H I C A  C O N  T I N T A  
G R E N A C H E  B L A N C  2 0 2 6

B E S T  R O S E
N U T R I E N  T R O P H Y

F A R M E R  &  T H E  S C I E N T I S T  G R E N A C H E  R O S E  2 0 2 6

B E S T  Y O U N G  S H I R A Z
H E A T H C O T E  I N N  T R O P H Y

B U C K S H O T  V I N E Y A R D  H E A T H C O T E  S H I R A Z  2 0 2 4

B E S T  O L D E R  S H I R A Z
O Z P A K  T R O P H Y

S A N G U I N E  E S T A T E  D ’ O R S A  S H I R A Z  2 0 2 2

B E S T  M U S E U M  S H I R A Z
R I E D E L  T R O P H Y

T E L L U R I A N  T R A N T E R  S H I R A Z  2 0 1 9

B E S T  R E D  W I N E  ( I B E R I A N / I T A L I A N )
D I P ’ S  C O N T R A C T I N G  T R O P H Y

M O U N T  T O W R O N G  N E G R O  A M A R O  2 0 2 5

B E S T  R E D  W I N E  ( R H O N E )  
W R I G H T ’ S  T R A N S P O R T  T R O P H Y  

T E L L U R I A N  B U S H  V I N E  G R E N A C H E  2 0 2 5

B E S T  R E D  W I N E  ( C A B E R N E T  F A M I L Y )  
D E  B O R T O L I  W I N E S  

D B  W I N E M A K E R ’ S  S E L E C T I O N  M E R L O T  2 0 2 5   



M A J O R  T R O P H I E S

C H A I R ’ S  A W A R D
M I D L A N D  I N S U R A N C E  T R O P H Y

W I L D  D U C K  C R E E K  E S T A T E  S P R U C E  R O U S A N N E  2 0 2 4

S T E W A R D ’ S  A W A R D
S I W  W I T T K O P F  

A L E X  L A N G

T H E  P A C K I N G  R O O M  P R I Z E
G O L D E N  B U N G  H O L E  T R O P H Y  

P A R A M O O R  S Y R A H  2 0 2 3
 

B E S T  O T H E R  W I N E
M C C  L A B E L  T R O P H Y

H I R S C H  H I L L  L A  C H I C A  C O N  T I N T A  
G R E N A C H E  B L A N C  2 0 2 6

B E S T  S H I R A Z
H I R S C H  W I N E  G R O U P  T R O P H Y

B U C K S H O T  V I N E Y A R D  H E A T H C O T E  S H I R A Z  2 0 2 4

B E S T  S I N G L E  V I N E Y A R D  W I N E
C H A M P I O N S  F R E S H  M A R K E T  T R O P H Y  

B U C K S H O T  V I N E Y A R D  H E A T H C O T E  S H I R A Z  2 0 2 4

W I N E  O F  S H O W
I N T E R P A C K  T R O P H Y

B U C K S H O T  V I N E Y A R D  H E A T H C O T E  S H I R A Z  2 0 2 4

H E A T H C O T E  W I N E  O F  P R O V E N A N C E
S A N G U I N E  E S T A T E  I N C E P T I O N  S H I R A Z  

2 0 2 4 ,  2 0 1 9 ,  2 0 1 4



C L A S S  1
S P A R K L I N G  W I N E



C L A S S  2
L E F T  O F  C E N T R E



C L A S S  3
W H I T E  W I N E



C L A S S  3
W H I T E  W I N E

c o n t i n u e d



C L A S S  4
R O S E



C L A S S  5 a  
Y O U N G  S H I R A Z  ( 2 0 2 5 )



C L A S S  5 b  
Y O U N G  S H I R A Z  ( 2 0 2 4 )  



C L A S S  5 b  
Y O U N G  S H I R A Z  ( 2 0 2 4 )

c o n t i n u e d  



C L A S S  5 c  
Y O U N G  S H I R A Z  ( 2 0 2 3 )



C L A S S  6  
O L D E R  S H I R A Z  

( 2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 1 )



C L A S S  7  
M U S E U M  S H I R A Z  

( 2 0 2 0  a n d  o l d e r )



C L A S S  8
R E D  W I N E  

( I B E R I A N  /  I T A L I A N )



C L A S S  8
R E D  W I N E  

( I B E R I A N  /  I T A L I A N )
c o n t i n u e d



C L A S S  9
R E D  W I N E  ( R H O N E )



C L A S S  1 0
C A B E R N E T  



C L A S S  1 1
R E D  W I N E  ( O T H E R )  



C L A S S  1 2
W I N E  O F  P R O V E N A N C E
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